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insight
C. MERVYN MAXWELL

teen-age son repair an old car.

Department of Church History,

"Do you ever install bugs?"
I asked.
"Oh, yes," he replied readily.
"Often. Divorce cases. Business
competition."
It seemed incongruous that a
man who installs burglar alarms
should also install bugs. But
twenty years ago, when I was a
young minister, it was a deacon
(who wasn't getting along well
either with himself or the other
church folk) who bugged my
first board meeting in that congregation.

Andrews University
OF WATERGATES AND
GARDENS
It is a curious fact of modern
history that the Watergate
Towne apartment complex, so
much in the news these days,
was built by a church.
After a vigorous struggle to
change zoning laws.
In order to safeguard the
beauty and dignity of Washington's famous national monuments, a zoning ordinance had
limited the height of commercial and residential buildings in
the area where Watergate
Towne stands today. Before the
$75 million complex became a
reality, the Societa General
Immobilaire of Rome, which
built it, exerted considerable
pressure on public authorities
in the District of Columbia. The
Societa General is controlled by
the Vatican. It was assisted in
its zoning negotiations by the
American Apostolic Delegate
and by Prof. Luigi Moretti, of
Rome, who was dispatched for
the purpose by the Vatican.
I'm not saying that the Catholic Church did anything illegal
in getting a zoning ordinance
set aside.
I'm only wondering what
"Watergate" would have been
called in the news media if the
zoning law had stood and
Watergate Towne had never
been built.
I live on the outskirts of a
village. The nearest city of over
20,000 population is thirty miles
away. Two doors down on the
opposite side of my street lives
an electronics expert whose
business is installing automatic
burglar alarms.
I chatted with him a few days
ago while he was helping his

One reason that I live in the
country is that I like to raise a
garden. "Bugs" are a problem
there too.
My next door neighbor, a
successful "organic" buff, picks
his insect pests off one at a
time. Or rather, he asks his wife
to do it.
I personally follow a number
of organic methods; but if there
are no flowers to decoy friendly
insects, I like to attend to my
bug problems by spraying with
a "systemic" treatment. It gets
right into a plant's tissues and
enables it to fight off bugs for
weeks, even while I'm on a
trip. Or writing columns.
To prevent Watergates, with
their buggings, break-ins, and
cover-ups, we don't need new
legislation. We need a new
integrity, a new sense of honor,
on the inside.
In the Bible Jesus is presented
as standing at the door of our
hearts asking to come in. No
break-and-entry burglar, Jesus
says, "Behold, I stand at the
door and knock" (Revelation
3:20, R.S.V.).
What will happen when we
open the door? "I will come in
to him and eat with him, and
he with me" (verse 20).
Does He bring anything with
Him? "I counsel you to buy

from me gold . . . and white
garments . . . , and salve to
anoint your eyes, that you may
see" (verse 18).
We Americans need to respond to this appeal. We need
to let Jesus Christ into our
lives individually. We need
more than formal attendance at
church on weekends when the
weather's too wet for golf. We
need a continuing personal
relationship with Jesus, sitting
down with Him and "eating"
a long, satisfying meal.
We need His gold and His
white garments. That is, we
need His righteousness, His uprightness, His sense of honor
and integrity. And we need His
eyesalve, a renewal of conscience, so we can see ourselves as the sinners we really
are and see Him as the Man of
truth He really is.
The Bible says of Christ,
"Righteousness belongeth unto
thee" (Daniel 9:7). "The Lord is
righteous in all his ways" (Psalm
145:17).
If we eat with Christ, if we
study and think about His teachings and accept them, with Him
into our way of life, the result
will be righteousness in our
homes, in our businesses, in
everything we do. There will be
"love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control" (Galatians 5:22, 23, R.S.V.).
Two years after I began pastoring the church I mentioned a
moment ago, we enjoyed a
revival there. Many accepted
Christ in a new way. You could
tell the difference in their lives.
For example, the deacon who
bugged the board meeting confessed what he had done and
apologized that for two years
he had sadly misinterpreted
what he thought he had overheard.
That ended one Watergate.
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